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How do we engage with sustainability in our own work? 
 
 
The distribution of well-being between present and future generations, as well as differences in well-

being between countries, are key parameters for determining the degree of sustainability in 

development. 

Our research interests have revolved around the study of individual and social well-being and the 

proposal of various measures that are best able to capture its different aspects.  

Our research focuses on two elements in this context: Individual well-being depends on comparisons to 

a reference situation; Individual well-being depends on both one’s own life course and the life-courses 

of others.  

Inequality is important in the debate on sustainable development for a number of reasons.  On the one 

hand, inequality is argued to increase social division, status insecurity and status competition. These in 

turn drive consumerism, displace social capital in favour of private capital, and undermine collective 

actions: all of these impacts on the effectiveness of policies for sustainable development.  There may 

well also be a feedback mechanism: environmental degradation increases exposure to environmental 

risks (with their associated effects on individual health, housing and livelihoods), with this exposure 

particularly hitting those who are worse off.  

 

 
Our ongoing contribution to Sustainability 
 

We will contribute to the debates over sustainable development by proposing a number of different 

indices of the distribution of economic resources. These have been axiomatically characterized, applied 

to the analysis of different societies, and evaluated empirically in terms of their link to measures of 

individual subjective well-being, such as self-reported satisfaction with income and life overall. These 

indices provide one measure of the degree of sustainability in a society, in terms of the resources that 

we transmit to future generations. 

Our current projects include the following: 
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1) The empirical analysis of the effects of family financial distress on child development; 

2) Measuring the rank mobility of individuals within a society over time with respect to their 

resources; 

3) Looking into the multiple and complex linkages between income inequality and environmental 

degradations through the channels of consumerism, the quest for status via positional goods, 

altruistic behaviour, and the geographical exposure of different income groups to environmental 

risks. 

 
 

“Adaptation to Poverty in Long-Run Panel Data” (joint with A.E. Clark and S. Ghislandi), Review of Economics 
and Statistics, forthcoming, doi: 10.1162/REST_a_00544. 

“Estimating the Mental Health Effects of Social Isolation” (joint with N. Rohde, K.K. Tang and P. Rao), Applied 
Research in Quality of Life, forthcoming, doi: 10.1007/s11482-015-9401-3. 

“Measuring Economic Insecurity” (joint with W. Bossert), International Economic Review, 54, 1017-1030, 2013. 

“Multidimensional Poverty and Material Deprivation with Discrete Data” (joint with W. Bossert and S.R. 
Chakravarty), Review of Income and Wealth, 59, 29-43, 2013. 

“Poverty and Time” (joint with W. Bossert and S.R. Chakravarty), Journal of Economic Inequality, 10, 145-162, 
2012. 

“Individual Well-Being in a Dynamic Perspective” (joint with J.R. Frick), Economica, 79, 284-302, 2012. 

“Deprivation and Social Exclusion” (joint with W. Bossert and V. Peragine), Economica, 74, 777-803, 2007. 

“The Measurement of Social Exclusion” (joint with S.R. Chakravarty), Review of Income and Wealth, 52, 377-
398, 2006. 
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